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Shadows of May Fourth:Lu Xun and Zhou Zuoren in Ye
Rongzhong's Intellectual World

Jiyang Xu !
' College of Chinese Language and Literature, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, 350007

Abstract Lu Xun and Zhou Zuoren represent two distinct spiritual paradigms and
developmental trajectories in modern Chinese culture. The simultaneous influence of
both thinkers on Ye Rongzhong constitutes a rare phenomenon in literary history.
Under the historical context of Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan, Ye Rongzhong
creatively transformed the May Fourth New Culture, epitomized by the Lu Xun and
Zhou Zuoren, and by the early 1930s had established an intellectual framework rooted
in Enlightenment ideals. This framework extended into two interconnected
dimensions — "left-wing concerns" and '"national consciousness" — which
continuously intersected and fused, forming the foundational structure of his thought.
Through structural analysis, this study not only resolves the ongoing scholarly debate
over Ye Rongzhong’s ideological "left-right" stance but also traces the latent left-
wing lineage within his intellectual trajectory. Doing so reveals the inherent logic
behind his eventual identification with the People’s Republic of China in his later
years, amid the Kuomintang regime’s authoritarian governance.

Keywords: Taiwanese Literature;Lu Xun;Zhou Zuoren;Left-wing Thought;National
Identity
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