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Digital Transformation of The Stage Novels into Performance
Spaces and Immersive Interactive Design

Ronghao Lai !
! National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts

Abstract Xiju is a poignant life story of a comic performer (chou, or clown role)
whose life unfolds through intertwined joy and sorrow, dramatic vicissitudes, and
deeply moving experiences, narrated through the techniques of comedy. Centering on
the lives and fates of two generations of the He family, father and son, the author
interweaves theatrical performance with lived experience to portray the diverse
circumstances of people across society. Their lives are shaped by a wide range of
encounters, including resentment and unwanted proximity, the pain of separation
from loved ones, and the frustration of unfulfilled desires, leading to fluctuations in
fortune, success and failure, gains and losses, honor and disgrace, and many other
vicissitudes. Through these intertwined experiences, the work expresses a profound
understanding of the relationships between traditional Chinese opera, history, the
times, and contemporary reality. The author's other works, The Protagonist (Zhujue),
The Dressing Table (Zhuangtai), and Stories of Xijing (Xijing Gushi), have already
been adapted for modern theatre. Choosing the novel Xiju as the subject of this project
therefore places the research at the forefront of innovation while allowing it to build
on the achievements of earlier adaptations and draw on their experience. Digital
performance spaces and immersive theatre are emerging art forms that integrate new-
media computing technologies with traditional stage and scenographic design.
Leveraging advanced computer graphics, they employ techniques such as 3D
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modeling, physical simulation, virtual lighting, and digital sound design to achieve effects
that conventional stages cannot realize because of physical and practical constraints. The
media-specific characteristics of these forms also greatly expand the channels through which
virtual performance spaces can be disseminated: via the internet, audiences can access and
experience them on mobile devices anytime and anywhere. Moreover, their digital nature
makes it relatively easy to adapt these designs into films, television productions, art
exhibitions, and other cross-media art forms. These possibilities can enhance audience
immersion, interactivity, and aesthetic experience, facilitate meaningful engagement with
contemporary audiences in the digital-intelligence era, and promote the creative
transformation and innovative development of China's fine traditional culture.

Keywords: Performance Space; Virtual Reality; Spatial Symbolism; Digitization
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