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A World of Marvels: Zhang Dai and The Aesthetic Networks of
The Late Ming World

Zhuang Zhenfu!

' School of Humanities, Southeast University, Nanjing 100080, China

Abstract "ChuanQi world" is a concept that corresponds to daily life, and it is an
aesthetic expression of daily life experience. Daily life consists of two aspects:
aesthetic leisure activities interacting with "things" and social activities interacting
with "persons". While the former has been the focus of research on the aesthetics of
everyday life in recent years, the latter has attracted the attention of art sociologists,
who have mainly focused on the examination of individual literati or artists, while the
overall research is still scarce. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, with the
complete liberation of the thoughts of reason and desire and the great development of
material culture, people possessed and experienced objects more and more directly in
order to satisfy the needs of senses and interests, so playing with and appreciating
objects became the norm for the literati in this period and constituted the object of the
study of the aesthetics of everyday life. However, over-emphasizing the agency of
"things" will correspondingly neglect the subjectivity of "people" behind the things.
The art socializing is an important part of literati culture and scholarly life operation.
The literati of the Ming and Qing dynasties used objects as the medium for the
interaction of aesthetic experience in their daily encounters, giving social life to the
objects, thus highlighting the literati's own uncommon temperament and exquisite
taste, which were the core elements of the aesthetics of the Ming and Qing literati. It
can be seen that the daily socializing activities of the literati of the Ming and Qing
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dynasties, which is of great research significance, can supplement the insufficiency of the
study of material culture. This dissertation chooses Zhang Dai's intercourse as the object of
investigation, aiming to excavate its deep-seated aesthetic qualities and life pattern, so as to
provide valuable references for the study of the history of daily life and artistic aesthetics in
the Ming and Qing dynasties, as well as for the pursuit of an ideal life in today's world. In
terms of chapter structure, this dissertation is divided into four chapters to discuss Zhang
Dai's strategy of intercourse, objects and activities of intercourse, space of intercourse,
narrative of intercourse and other topics.

Keywords: Ming and Qing dynasties; Zhang Dai; daily life; intercourse; “ChuanQi”;
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