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Exploration and Insights into the Development History of the
"Civilization-City" in World Cultural Center Cities

Bai Jialin !, Gao Bingxu ! and Wu Yan "

!'School of Sciences for the Habitat, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing
100190

Abstract Throughout human history, the core of various civilizations has often relied
on cities as the material foundation to establish "Cultural Center Cities." Based on the
two main systems of world civilization history and urban development history, this
paper analyzes the relationship between civilizational progress and urban evolution.
The goal is to summarize the development patterns of global cultural center cities.
First, this paper traces the history of world civilization along two main lines:
continental scope and chronological time. One relates to the patterns of change in
civilizations and cities within each continent; the other concerns the evolution of
civilizational stages and urban functions. Second, from both domestic and
international perspectives, this paper analyzes the history of urban development. One
entails identifying elements from foreign historical processes and their cities; the
other involves summarizing traits based on China's historical context and city-
building practices. Finally, based on this analysis, the paper discusses how
civilizational development drives the succession of cultural center cities and the
further influence of built cities on the evolution of civilization, ultimately
synthesizing the developmental logic of the "Civilization-City" correlation. This
deepens the holistic understanding of the mechanisms behind the formation and
transformation of cultural center cities and actively advances the development of
China’s cultural center cities.

Keywords: World Cultural Center Cities; World Civilizations History; Urban
Development History; development pattern of the "Civilization-City" correlation
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