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Regarding the establishment of the theoretical system of folk
literature

Duan Baolin !

! Department of Chinese Language, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China

Abstract This article elaborates on the issue of establishing the theoretical system of
folk literature. Duan Baolin proposed a new theoretical system for "Introduction to
Folk Literature"in1958, which is the theoretical system of the book "Outline of
Chinese Folk Literature" written by Duan Baolin - and it is also the current popular
theoretical system of folk literature. It is divided into general theory and specialized
theories. The general theory includes the characteristics of folk literature, the value of
folk literature, the relationship between folk literature and literary creation, and the
research methods for folk literature investigation, etc.; the specialized theories discuss
folk literature works - folk tales, songs, proverbs, folk art, folk operas, etc.
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